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CONSULTATION REPORT FOR CAMBRIDGE REGIONAL COLLEGE
PURPOSES OF PLANNING SUBMISSION

Hive Launch
On 11th March 2010 the Hive was officially launched. 80 individuals attended that were made up of local business, key stakeholders and the project team. Presentations were given from key individuals and people were able to network with each other. The project was positively received and the local media were also invited to review the evening. Although this wasn’t an open invitation is was the first opportunity that the proposed development was mentioned. The Hive website was also launched at http://www.talktothehive.org 

Council Consultation
Both Cambridgeshire County Council and Cambridge City Council have been consulted at various stages through the design. Initial consultation occurred in March 2009 on the Hive Site. Due to funding restraints progress slowed and in early 2010 the scheme was restarted. Both planning authorities were consulted on the Master-plan on 3rd March and then again on the SmartLIFE Low Carbon Centre scheme on 13th May 2010. On both occasions the scheme was positively received.

Public Invitations

Cambridgeshire County Council organised a consultation event held on the 22nd March 2010 and invited the Parish Councillors of Kings Hedges, Histon and Milton, the City Councillors for Kings Hedges and Arbury and the Kings Hedges Residents Association. All in all 40 separate invitations went out as well as leaflets in local stores and supermarkets. 

The invitation was issued on the 15 March 2010 and invited all people to attend a presentation on the 22nd March 2010 at the Orchard Park Community Centre to view the following:

· The modern, purpose built facilities planned for the SmartLIFE Low Carbon Centre and the Good Business Centre


The invitation noted that for communities in the North of the City, particularly Histon, Impington and Milton, the new facilities would be of significant benefit including a Training facility for renewable technologies and a business incubation unit centre.

Attendance at the Consultation Event

A limited amount of people attended the consultation event, although the BBC attended and recorded the event.  Those of note included the following: -

· Pete Wickham – local resident
· Brian Ling – local resident
· Geoff Bruce – Cambridgeshire Horizons
· Alan Soer – Arbury Community Centre
· David Jenkins – Kings Hedges Electoral Division

Feedback

Without exception the feedback was extremely positive.  The particular issues that were well received were as follows: -

· Good use of useless space
· Look forward to its creation
· Should there be more parking?
· An important scheme for Cambridge
· A useful scheme
· Very exciting scheme

Issues

There were very few negative issues raised at the consultation event.  Queries centred around a lack of parking and land ownership. It was explained that a full transport assessment will be undertaken for both SmartLIFE Low Carbon and the Good Business Centre.

Summary

In essence there were no negative comments received at the consultation event.  Queries that were raised were dealt with and overall the message was for resounding support, primarily due to the level of local business support and training. Cambridge Regional College has a rolling exhibition of the plans and drawings within its Mall at the Science Park Campus.
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