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CITY WILDLIFE SITE, CAMBRIDGE REGIONAL COLLEGE,
KING’S HEDGES, CAMBRIDGE
AN ARCHAEOLOGICAL DESK-BASED ASSESSMENT

SUMMARY

During December 2006, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) conducted an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the City Wildlife Site of Cambridge
Regional College, King’s Hedges, Cambridge (NGR TL 4556 6179). The report
updates a previous archaeological desk-based assessment of the F Block site, c. 170m
to the north-east, which was carried out by Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust (HAT,
now AS; Wotherspoon 2002). It also accompanies an archaeological desk-based
assessment of the whole site of Cambridge Regional College (Doyle 2006). An
archaeological investigation undertaken within the City Wildlife Site in 1991 (CAU;
Evans) revealed an area of metalling related to Akeman Street Roman road, along the
western edge of the site. Pits and ditches were also observed in the trenches dug
within the site, and a flint hammer stone was recovered.

The former course of ‘Roman Way’ and Akeman Street lies at the north-western edge
of the City Wildlife Site. The site remained as agricultural land until, and throughout,
the post-medieval period. Very little is known about the reputed ‘Site of Camp’
marked to the north of the site on historic Ordnance Survey maps. The City Wildlife
Site has a moderate potential for further late prehistoric remains, and a high potential
for further archaeological remains dating to the Romano-British period, as found
during the Gypsy Ditches investigation (Evans 1991). There is only a low potential for
Anglo-Saxon, medieval or post-medieval remains. The City Wildlife Site is currently
an undeveloped plot of wasteland covered with low scrub and brambles.

1 INTRODUCTION

1.1 During December 2006, Archaeological Solutions Ltd (AS) conducted an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the City Wildlife Site, Cambridge Regional
College, King’s Hedges, Cambridge (NGR TL 4556 6179; Figs. 1 & 2). The
assessment was commissioned by Fusion Project Management Ltd on behalf of the
Cambridge Regional College (CRC) prior to the proposed redevelopment of the site.
The report updates a previous archaeological desk-based assessment of the CRC F
Block site, ¢. 170m to the north-east, which was carried out by Hertfordshire
Archaeological Trust (HAT, now AS; Wotherspoon 2002). It also accompanies an
archaeological desk-based assessment of the whole Cambridge Regional College site
(Doyle 2006).

1.2 The archaeological desk-based assessment was conducted in accordance with
a specification compiled by AS (dated 22™ November 2006). It was also carried out
in accordance with the Institute of Field Archaeologists’ (IFA) Standard and
Guidance for Archaeological Desk-based Assessment (revised 2001) and the
document Standards for Field Archaeology in the East of England (Gurney 2003).

City Wildlife Site, Cambridge Regional College, King’s Hedges, Cambridge 4



© Archaeological Solutions Ltd 2007

1.3 The aims of the archaeological desk-based assessment were:

e To collate, verify and assess all information relevant to presence, survival and
character of archaeological remains/structures within the site, and

e To provide a predictive model of the sub-surface deposits likely to be present
on the site and assess their archaeological significance

2 DESCRIPTION OF THE SITE

2.1 The City Wildlife Site is situated in the King’s Hedges area of the City of
Cambridge, c¢. 3.4km north of the city centre. The town of Impington lies
approximately 2km to the north-west, the smaller settlement of Girton 3.4km
westwards, and Milton approximately 2.1km to the north-east (Fig. 1).

2.2 The site is bounded to the south by King’s Hedges Road, and to the north-east
by a disused railway line. To the immediate north-west of the site lies an
undeveloped former agricultural field, which has become overgrown and is now an
area of scrub wasteland (Fig. 2). The City Wildlife Site comprises a large, triangular-
shaped plot of land with an area of approximately 10,500m?> It comprises an
undeveloped plot of scrub and bramble wasteland containing an electricity pylon
towards its north-eastern corner (Fig. 11). Anti-intruder trenches have previously
been dug around the perimeter of the site in order to limit unauthorised access (Fig.
11).

3 METHODOLOGY

The following sources were consulted during the desk-based assessment:

3.1 Archaeological databases

The standard collation of all known archaeological sites and spot-finds within
Cambridgeshire comes from the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record
(CHER). In order to provide a representative sample, the CHER database was
searched for all known entries within a lkm radius of the site. Entries within an
approximate 1km radius of the site are listed (Appendix 1) and plotted below (Fig. 3).
Their significance, where relevant, is discussed in Section 5.

3.2 Historical & cartographic documents

The principal sources for these types of evidence were the Cambridge Record Office

(CRO) and the Local Studies Library (LSL), both of which are based in Cambridge.
Relevant documents are listed in Appendix 3 and reproduced in Figs. 4 - 10.
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33 Secondary sources

The principal sources of secondary material were the Cambridge Record Office
(CRO) and Local Studies Library (LSL), as well as the internet and AS’s own library.
Relevant material is listed in the bibliography.

34 Geological/geotechnical information

A description of the superficial and solid geology of the local and surrounding area
was compiled in order to assess the likely presence and potential condition of any
archaeological remains on the site. Information was compiled from appropriate maps
published by the Geological Survey of Great Britain and the Soil Survey of England
and Wales (SSEW 1983) ), and from a site investigation undertaken at the Cambridge
Regional College site (May Gurney (Technical Services) Limited 1988).

3.5 Site inspection

A physical walkover of the site was undertaken (14/12/06) (DPs 1 - 6). The inspection
had the following purposes:

e to examine the areas of archaeological potential identified during the desk-
based assessment, in particular with a view to gauging the likely survival or
condition of the archaeological remains; and

e to consider the significance of any above ground structures, historic buildings,
historic landscape features, their settings and potential impact on the proposed
development

4 TOPOGRAPHY, GEOLOGY & SOILS

4.1 The City Wildlife Site of Cambridge Regional College is situated on a broad
plateau of low-lying flat land at an approximate height of 12 - 15m AOD (Fig. 1). The
surrounding relief slopes gently downwards to the north-east and south-east, and the
River Cam flows from south-west to north-east approximately 2.1km to the south-east
of the site.

4.2 The King’s Hedges and Chesterton area, within which the site is situated, lie
on an underlying geology of Gault, with some patchy areas of chalk marl. Much of the
area is overlain by terrace gravels of the River Cam. A previous archaeological
evaluation undertaken by HAT (now AS) at Neptune Close, 600m south-west of the
City Wildlife Site, revealed natural drift geology overlaid by 0.55 — 0.80m of subsoil
and 0.30 — 0.40m of topsoil (Murray 2000), while the natural drift was recorded at
¢.0.60m below ground level (b.g.l.) during an archaeological evaluation along Apollo
Way (HAT, now AS; Gardner & Pearson 2001).

4.3 The site of Cambridge Regional College forms part of the urban area of
Cambridge city and thus the soils of the immediate area, particularly those to the
south, have not been surveyed. Local soils to the north, north-west and north-east,
however, comprise soils of the Milton Association, which lie on river terrace gravels
and chalky drift (SSEW 1983). Milton Association soils are described as deep
permeable calcareous fine loamy soils variably affected by groundwater, with some
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similar shallower well-drained soils over gravel in places. Additional local soils
comprise calcareous clayey types of the Ruskington and Grove Associations.

4.4 A site investigation was undertaken on the adjacent Cambridge Regional
College site prior to the construction of the college buildings, and it is likely that the
stratigraphy of the City Wildlife Site will be comparable (May Gurney (Technical
Services) Limited 1988). The nineteen boreholes dug during the site investigation
revealed topsoil and occasional made ground deposits overlying alluvium or
periglacially-modified glacial deposits within a basal stratum of Gault Clay. The
sandy clay topsoils and clayey silty sandy to sandy silty clay made ground deposits
were encountered at depths of 0.50 — 0.75m below ground level (b.g.l.) (ibid.).
Overburden soils were recorded at 0.80 — 2.10m b.g.l., whilst Gault Clay was
encountered at 1.60 — 2.50m b.g.1.

5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL & HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
5.1 Prehistoric (to AD 43)

5.1.1 Prehistoric finds pre-dating the Iron Age are sparse in the area around the site.
Heavily-abraded Palaeolithic handaxes were found in Milton Road gravel pits c.
1.25km to the south-east, and two further flaked ovates with moderate abrasion have
also been found in the area (CHER 05224). Additional stray finds include a
prehistoric stone artefact found 1.3km to the south-east (CHER 05219), and a worked
flint scatter 1.3km to the north-east (CHER 10211). In addition, there are occasional
signs of human activity from the Bronze Age onwards within Chesterton parish
(Wright & Lewis 1989). A number of important prehistoric sites are located on the
Lower Chalk to the south and east of Cambridge, and include the Neolithic
causewayed enclosure at Great Wilbraham and War Ditches and Wandlebury
enclosures.

5.1.2 The site lies towards the northern edge of an area of intense activity, with
evidence of occupation throughout the late Iron Age and Romano-British periods.
The surrounding area has already been investigated in advance of housing
developments during the post-war years, albeit in a piecemeal fashion (Wotherspoon
2002). Although the majority of archaeological finds have been of Romano-British
date, sufficient Iron Age material has been recovered to suggest that the origins of
settlement in the area may have been slightly earlier. Approximately 1.6km to the
south-west of the site is Arbury Camp, a large circular fortified site of late Iron Age
date, which is thought to have protected the route to the contemporary settlement on
Castle Hill in Cambridge. Late prehistoric earthworks (CHERs 05414a, 05415a,
05416a & 05419a) and an Iron Age coin (CHER 05422a) have also been found in the
Arbury Road area.

5.1.3 Excavations at another site on Arbury Road (1969), 350m south-west of the
City Wildlife Site, found late prehistoric features including an earthwork, an
oven/hearth, a pit/well and the possible remains of a wooden structure (CHER
05413a). Bronze slag was found within the hearth, and pottery, a quernstone and
other industrial waste and raw materials were also recovered. King’s Hedges School
on Cameron Road, ¢. 300m south of the site, lies within a Roman villa site (CHER
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05421b). Limited excavations at the school found an Iron Age/early Roman pre-villa
phase; two phases of villa occupation; Saxon features and medieval deposits. A
probable prehistoric ditch and Roman pits and ditches have also been found at King’s
Hedges School (CHER MCB 16897). Further afield, cinerary urns have been
discovered on ground to the north-east of Chesterton village, to the south-east of the
site (Wotherspoon 2002).

5.1.4 Milton Landfill site, approximately 1.25km to the north-east of the site, has
yielded Iron Age remains including settlement evidence, three roundhouses and a
timber mortuary enclosure containing four possible cremations (CHER 11669a; Kirby
& Oosthuizen 2000). Further Bronze Age, Iron Age and Romano-British remains
(CHER CB15707), including a possible middle Bronze Age roundhouse and an Iron
Age building, have also been found. The middle Bronze Age evidence is of regional
importance. Further archaeological investigations at the landfill site have revealed
Iron Age remains including ring-ditches, boundary ditches and cremations (CHER
CB15712).

5.2 Romano-British (AD 44 —410)

5.2.1 Romano-British activity in the vicinity of the City Wildlife Site is
concentrated along the line of Akeman Street, the road that ran north-eastwards from
the Roman settlement on Castle Hill, Cambridge (Durolipons) to the Fens (Wilkes &
Elrington 1978, 19-20; Roach 1959). The course of Akeman Street is fairly well
established, as it shows clearly on aerial photographs, and has been encountered
during excavations at several locations (Wotherspoon 2002). Part of the metalled
road surface has been identified in the extreme western part of the City Wildlife Site
(Evans, 1991; see Sections 5.2.9 & 6, below), along with ditches and pits of possible
Romano-British date. Another section of the road was revealed at the Arbury IX site,
to the south-west (Alexander et al. 1968; 1969). A further segment of the Roman road
has been identified as a cropmark c. 600m south-west of the site (CHER 05352).

5.2.2 There are two main concentrations of Romano-British activity along the line
of the road. The first of these, the Arbury Road site (Alexander ef al. 1967), extends
for a distance of some 200m east of Akeman Street and is concentrated approximately
320m to the south-west of the site. The second site lies ¢. 1km south-west of the site,
around Fortesque Road and Humphreys Road (Fell 1956; Frend 1955; 1956). A
Roman tomb and cemetery evidence were found in the area (CHER 05425), in
addition to other Romano-British finds (CHER 05427).

5.2.3 On the Arbury Road site, around King’s Hedges School, the foundations of a
series of structures have been excavated (Alexander et al. 1967). The earliest building
may have been late Iron Age in date (Denham er al. 1995, 185), although the
postholes, pits and ditches underlying the later villa may equally relate to the early
Roman period. Roman buildings have also been found at Manor Farm, on Arbury
Road c. 380m south-west of the site, where excavations in 1951-2 (ECB556) found
extensive building material, 3" — 4™ century pottery and coins dated to AD 168-9
(CHER 05411). Excavations (1965-6) of a cropmark revealed part of a large aisled
barn converted to a villa, lying parallel to Akeman Street. Also at Manor Farm were
structural remains extending over an area c¢. 180m south-east of Akeman Street, with
multiple phases of Romano-British occupation (CHER 05424).
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5.2.4 The features at the villa site at Manor Farm/Road included building remains,
pits, inhumations, a road section, wells, field systems and enclosures (CHER 05421).
Finds from the area included tessera, a coin, bricks, tiles, a stone carving, and
unidentified pottery and pewter objects. The surrounding Arbury Road area has also
produced a wealth of Romano-British features and finds, including a Roman pit or
well, pottery, earthworks and inhumations (CHER 05413); an earthwork associated
with finds of a quern, pottery and a brooch (CHER 05414); agricultural earthworks
(CHER 05415); an earthwork, a pit/well and pottery (CHER 05416); an enclosure and
earthwork (CHER 05417); a pit/well (CHER 05418); an earthwork and pit/well
(CHER 05419); a gully and double pit alignment (CHER 05420); a Roman earthwork,
pit/well and architectural fragments (CHER 05422); and cropmarks related to a
possible field system (CHER 05435).

5.2.5 Also at Manor Farm, Roman pottery and animal bone were found in a
builders’ spoil heap by children (CHER FCB6166 & 6167). The pottery is similar to
ond _ 3m century sand-tempered ware common in the southern Fenland, and was
wheel-thrown with thumb-print and chisel-made animal decoration. It was probably a
crude Fenland imitation of late 2" century date. Excavations on the King’s Hedges
Estate have revealed Roman inhumations, along with iron objects, pottery, earthworks
and a possible well pit containing a coin (CHER 05213). Ditch digging adjacent to
King’s Hedges Road has found large fragments of Horningsea ware and grey ware
associated with a possible hearth (CHER 10981). A life-sized carved stone figure has
also been recovered from a pit c. 1km to the south-west of the site (CHER 08066).

5.2.6 Romano-British occupation of the area around Fortesque Road and
Humphreys Road appears to have spanned the early 2" _ late 4th/early 5" centuries,
and was at its most intense during the 4™ century (Wotherspoon 2002). Fieldwork
around Humphreys Road has identified Roman features including the remains of a
stone structure, a wooden structure, a possible dwelling, an oven, a hearth and a
pit/well. Finds from c. lkm south-west of the site include architectural fragments,
baked clay, pottery, iron, beads, coin hoards, industrial waste, a ring, and a
bone/ivory/horn object. There was also a sequence of burials from the 3™ century,
including inhumations and cremations (CHER 05430). Settlement remains off
Highfield Avenue include a 4™ century dwelling with chalk foundations, which
probably supported plastered walls, and traces of chalk rubble and mortar floors.

5.2.7 An archaeological evaluation by Hertfordshire Archaeological Trust (HAT,
now AS) at Neptune Close, 320m south of Cambridge Regional College, revealed
numerous Romano-British features across the site. These were predominantly large
ditches, although a pit was also excavated (Murray 2000). No evidence of the
metalled surface of Akeman Street was found, although cropmarks of a field system
were clearly evident (CHER 05432). Archaeological investigations by HAT (now
AS) at Apollo Way, some 350m southwards, revealed ditches, a gravel pit, a stock
enclosure, pits and an undated inhumation (CHER MCB 15936). Occupation of the
Apollo Way site spanned the Romano-British period, with small-scale 1% century
activity followed by expansion of use during the 2™ - 3™ centuries, and small-scale
activity continuing into the 4™ century.

5.2.8 The Milton Landfill site, in addition to the extensive prehistoric remains
described above, contained the remains of a barrow with interred inhumations and
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later cremations. Fifteen of the inhumations were buried in shrouds. Ditches and
enclosures around the barrow suggest maintenance of this private cemetery (CHER
CB15701). Work at Impington has revealed residual remains within undated and
modern features, and two palacochannels (CHER CB15764). A Roman ring has been
found near the Field Laboratories, Milton Road (CHER 05217). Additional stray
finds of Romano-British date in the vicinity of the City Wildlife Site comprise pottery
(CHERs 05192, 05412, 05434 & 10211b), building materials (CHER 05433) and
Romano-British burials with associated pottery (CHER 05288 & 05392).

5.2.9 As noted above, a limited archaeological investigation was carried out within
the City Wildlife Site in 1991 (Evans 1991, The Gypsy Ditches Site). Test pits were
excavated (Fig. 12), and a retrospective monitoring of anti-intruder trenches
excavated along the perimeter of the site took place (Section 6, below). The
investigation revealed evidence of metalling associated with the Roman road and a
small number of ditches, of which at least one may have flanked the road. Pits were
also identified, but few finds were recovered to date the features.

5.3 Anglo-Saxon (AD 411 — 1065)

5.3.1 Chesterton, within which the site lies, was first recorded in the Domesday
survey of 1086. At that time, the area was a royal demesne manor (Wright & Lewis
1989). Domesday Book lists some 24 peasant households on the estate, as well as a
farm which produced wheat, malt and honey (Morris 1981). Chesterton may have
been a royal estate with 5t century origins, reflecting changing settlement patterns in
the immediate post-Roman landscape (Haslam 1984), and possibly preserving the
extent of the former Roman ferritorium around the settlement on Castle Hill. The
parish also included the site of the royal castle of Cambridge, which was first
mentioned in c¢. 1068.

5.3.2 Small-scale Anglo-Saxon activity was recorded on the site of the Roman villa
at King’s Hedges School, approximately 290m south of the site. A beam slot/posthole
was suggestive of a grubenhaus, and possible smithing evidence was also found.
Stone robbing from the villa may also have occurred before the medieval period
(Wotherspoon 2002). A nearby site on Arbury Road revealed a late Saxon pit, and
Saxon pottery was found within the area of the Roman settlement (CHER 05424a).
Little other evidence of Anglo-Saxon activity is known in the vicinity of the City
Wildlife Site, possibly because of the site’s peripheral location within the parish of
Chesterton, at the boundary between the Hundreds of Chesterton and Northstowe
(Morris 1981).

54  Medieval (AD 1066 — 1539)

5.4.1 Chesterton remained a royal demesne manor until ¢. 1200, when the manor
and demesne passed by a series of stages into the hands of Barnwell priory (Wright &
Lewis 1989). Twelfth-century records attest to the restocking of the parish with
plough teams and sheep by the sheriff. Corn production was dominant, but other
crops are also recorded, and sheep and cattle were also reared (Wotherspoon 2002).
Chesterton parish records document that some 190 people were paying tax in 1225, a
figure that remained relatively stable throughout the medieval period, with the
exception of the plague years of the 14™ century. By the 13™ century, the arable land
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of the parish was divided into three large open fields, the ‘East-’, ‘Middle-" and ‘West
Fields’; a layout which remained virtually unchanged until enclosure in the post-
medieval period.

5.4.2 The limited evidence of medieval archaeology in the area reflects the
predominantly agricultural use of the land around the site from the medieval period to
the early 20" century (Wotherspoon 2002). Medieval agricultural earthworks have
been identified along Arbury Road, c¢. 320m to the south-west of the site (CHER
05413b & 05415b). A large oblong camp on the south side of Akeman Street may be
an additional medieval earthwork (CHER 05608). An archaeological investigation at
19 Mere Way revealed an early medieval headland which suggested medieval re-use
of the Roman road (CHER MCB 17405). Medieval ridge and furrow earthworks and
cropmarks have also been encountered at a number of sites (CHERs 05435a, 05465 &
05527a), and medieval pottery has been recovered from two further locations (CHERs
05421a & 10211c).

5.5 Post-medieval & modern (AD 1540 — present)

5.5.1 In 1540, following the Dissolution of the monasteries, the manor and demesne
of Chesterton were seized by the Crown and were then sold in their entirety to
Thomas Brakyn, three times mayor of Cambridge and four times its MP (Wright &
Lewis 1989). The manor estate continued to be an important part of the parish in the
following centuries, although it was gradually reduced in size as lands were sold off to
other private individuals and Cambridge colleges. In 1567 the manorial demesne was
some 670 acres in size, yet by 1709 it had been reduced to an estate of 300 acres
based on the Manor Farm. The population of the parish in 1676 was 170 adults, yet
by 1841 there were 741 people living within the expanding parish (Wotherspoon
2002).

5.5.2 Chesterton parish was enclosed between 1838 and 1840. Previously, the
parish had been divided between large estates, smaller farms and numerous
copyholds. The enclosure award of 1840 covered some 2,729 acres, of which nearly
three-quarters was arable. Following enclosure the parish remained largely
agricultural, but it was gradually encroached upon by the suburban growth of
Cambridge. Land was sold off, piecemeal, to the City Council, private developers and
in small part to the University colleges. In the north of the parish, the survival of Hall
and Manor Farms, both large, held back development for a considerable time (Wright
& Lewis 1989). Both farms, however, were purchased between 1947 and the 1960s,
enabling the construction of the Arbury Estate from 1957 and the King’s Hedges
Estate from 1967. In the north-east of the parish, land has been developed for
industrial estates and a sewage works, and for the Cambridge Science Park.

5.5.3 Post-medieval activity in close proximity to the site comprises ditch cuts for
the railway and undated ditches found at Milton and to the north-east of the City
Wildlife Site (CHER 10117), as well pottery and building materials (CHER 10211d).
At Impington, post-medieval pottery, tile and animal bone have been found (CHER
11210). The Unex Lands at Arbury revealed an 18" — 19™ century ditch and an
undated feature (CHER CB15603). At Arbury Road, a modern searchlight site and
gun emplacement dating from World War II have been recorded (CHER CB15183).
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A World War II pillbox is located within Cambridge Science Park, which is situated
to the east of the City Wildlife Site (CHER MCB 16399).

5.6 Undated

5.6.1 A site to the east of Roseford Road, 1.5km south-west of the site, revealed a
‘U-shaped’ cropmark enclosure (CHER 05527). A second cropmark of a possible
enclosure and trackway has been revealed to the east of Arbury Camp (CHER 09530).
The allotment gardens along King’s Hedges Road, c. 220m east of the site, revealed
undated and modern features (CHER CB15748). Undated tile fragments (CHER
11209) and an undated linear feature (CB15765) have also been identified.

6 THE SITE

6.1 A later prehistoric flint hammer stone has been found within the City Wildlife
Site (CHER 10087a). An archaeological investigation at the Gypsy Ditches site
(which corresponds with the City Wildlife Site) revealed an area of metalling related
to Roman Akeman Street (CHER 10087; Evans 1991) in the western part of the site.
The metalling was not uniform, and indeed it could not be traced across the full extent
of the western part of the site. Pits and ditches were also identified in an anti-intruder
trench dug around the perimeter of the site to deter access. A pit containing burnt
refuse cut a ditch that likely flanked the road; both were sealed by a fine gravel layer,
suggesting that both features may pre-date the road. Two additional ditches were
recorded in the central and eastern parts of the site. The ditches identified in the
western part of the site may have flanked the Roman road, although the limited scope
of the investigations, and the paucity of finds, did not allow the relationships between
features to be fully clarified (ibid.). An accompanied Romano-British cremation has
been recovered just 100m north of the City Wildlife Site (Ette 1991).

6.2  The King’s Hedges district, within which the City Wildlife Site is situated, lies
in the former parish of Chesterton, and since the early 20" century has been contained
within the Cambridge City Boundary (Roach 1959). The name ‘King’s Hedges’ first
emerged in 1558 when Richard Brakyn enclosed the north-western section of the
manorial estate in Chesterton along the boundary with Impington parish
(Wotherspoon 2002).  Previously styled ‘Albrach’, King’s Hedges was an
occasionally-tilled area of land some 34 acres in extent. The enclosure award of the
parish, which dates to 1840, suggests that the manorial estate, within which the City
Wildlife Site lay, was enlarged to some 661 acres, although King’s Hedges Farm did
not exist at that time (Section 7.2, below; Fig. 5).

6.3  Very little is known of the history of King’s Hedges and the farmland that lay
to its south until the relatively recent development of Cambridge Regional College.
The only document in the Cambridge Record Office (CRO) to mention King’s
Hedges dates to 1909 and comprises property sale particulars (Ref. 296/SP 1058).
The document, accompanied by a plan, indicates that in 1909 Manor Farm was sold
along with a house, King's Hedges Farm, seven cottages, two homesteads and about
362 acres of arable and pasture land in Chesterton parish. By 1957 the Arbury Estate
had been developed, and by 1967 the King’s Hedges Estate had been constructed
directly to the south of the City Wildlife Site.
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6.4 Both Arbury Estate and King’s Hedges Estate continued to expand during the
late 20™ century. The A45 trunk road, which is now the Al4 ring road around
Cambridge, was constructed from c. 1980 onwards (Wotherspoon 2002). The railway
line forming the north-eastern boundary of the City Wildlife Site is now disused. The
King’s Hedges Road has been diverted, and joins the B1049 road. Cambridge
Science Park, which lies to the east of the site, was established by Trinity College in
1970. The City Wildlife Site remains largely vacant undeveloped land, located to the
south of the main complex of Cambridge Regional College. The latter was developed
during the early 1990s (ibid).

7 CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES
7.1 Ordnance Survey Old Series Map, 1836 (Fig. 4)

7.1.1 The site in 1836 was located beyond the city of Cambridge, and clearly within
the parish of Chesterton. It lay to the immediate east of ‘Roman Way’, which
followed the course of Akeman Street from Cambridge to Landbeach. The site
comprised a small portion of an agricultural field that lay within ‘Chesterton Fields’,
and which bordered the route of ‘Roman Way’.

7.2 Chesterton Enclosure Map, 1840 (Fig. 5)

7.2.1 The 1840 Enclosure Map records that the City Wildlife Site comprised part of
an agricultural field within the ‘The Devisee of Mary Benson’, whose family owned
the rump of the manorial estate until its final break-up in the 20" century
(Wotherspoon 2002). Mary Benson also owned the covert known as ‘King’s Hedges’,
to the north of the site. Demarcating the north-western limit of the site was the ‘Fifth
Private Road’, the former route of Roman Akeman Street.

7.3 1** Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1886 (Fig. 6)

7.3.1 By 1886, the north-eastern boundary of the site was demarcated by a railway
line, which formed part of the Cambridge and St Ives branch. The site was part of an
agricultural field. The former ‘Roman Way’ or ‘Fifth Private Road’ no longer formed
a main road, and instead represented the parish boundary between Chesterton and
Impington.

7.4 2"! Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1901 (Fig. 7)

7.4.1 The north-eastern boundary of the City Wildlife Site was demarcated by the
Cambridge and St Ives branch railway line. By 1901, the former ‘Roman Way’ or
‘Fifth Private Road’ comprised only a field boundary and the parish boundary
between Chesterton and Impington. The site remained undeveloped. Remnants of the
former routeway remained in the northernmost corner of the City Wildlife Site.
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7.5 3" Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1925 (Fig. 8)

7.5.1 The Cambridge and St Ives branch railway line (by then the London North
Eastern Railway (L.N.E.R.)), which formed the north-eastern boundary of the site,
remained unaltered. The former ‘Fifth Private Road’ had been renamed ‘Mere Way
Roman Road’. The ‘King’s Hedges’ covert to the north of the site remained as
previously depicted, but the 1925 map is the first to record a large rectilinear
‘Earthwork’ within this area. The City Wildlife Site remained undeveloped. The
remnants of the former south-west to north-east road were still depicted in the
northernmost corner of the site.

7.6 4™ Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1939 (Fig. 9)
7.6.1 The 1939 Ordnance Survey map records no significant changes.
7.7 5™ Edition Ordnance Survey Map, 1951 (Fig. 10)

7.7.1 The 5™ Edition Ordnance Survey map (1951) records no significant changes.

8 SITE VISIT

8.1 A site visit was undertaken on Thursday 14" December 2006 (DPs 1 — 6). The
site is sandwiched between a disused railway line and the King’s Hedges Road (Figs.
1 & 2). The disused railway line is neglected and overgrown. Beside the railway line
are abandoned railway sleepers (DP 1). The railway line is cordoned off with
relatively modern fencing.

8.2  Towards the southern boundary is an area of fenced off scrub and bramble
wasteland, condoned off by a low fence of plastic sheeting (DP 2). Tall, established
trees are present at the southern extremity of the site. The site largely comprises a
wasteland of low shrubs and brambles (DP 3).

8.3  An earthen mound to the east is likely recent (DP4). Towards the north-eastern
boundary and the easternmost corner of the site is a large electricity pylon (DPs 5 &
6).

9 DISCUSSION

9.1  Archaeological potential

9.1.1 The small-scale archaeological investigation at Gypsy Ditches, within the City
Wildlife Site, revealed an area of metalling related to Akeman Street Roman road, a
possible flanking ditch for the road, further ditches and undated pits (Evans 1991; Fig.
12). A flint hammer stone dating to the later prehistoric period has also been found

within the site.

9.1.2  Apart from the flint hammer stone mentioned above, prehistoric finds from the
area surrounding the site are relatively sparse and consist of small stray finds of
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lithics. However, Arbury Camp, located 1.6km to the south-west, represents more
intensive occupation in the area from the late Iron Age onwards. Milton Landfill,
approximately 1.25km to the north-east of the site, has yielded Iron Age remains
including settlement evidence, as well as further Bronze Age, Iron Age and Romano-
British remains. While the City Wildlife Site has a moderate potential for further
archaeological remains dating to the prehistoric period, the previous archaeological
investigation undertaken within the site revealed only Romano-British remains (Evans
1991).

9.1.3 The potential for further remains of the Romano-British period is high, given
the findings of previous archaeological investigations undertaken at the City Wildlife
Site (Evans 1991) and the Regional College Site (Ette 1991). The Romano-British
cremation found in the northern part of the Cambridge Regional College Site is
thought to represent roadside activity flanking Akeman Street and further similar
remains may exist within the present site. A high potential for Romano-British
archaeology is also indicated by the large quantity of contemporary finds recovered
from the surrounding area, particularly around Arbury Road, and Fortesque and
Humphreys Roads.

9.1.4 Only limited Anglo-Saxon evidence has been identified in the vicinity of the
City Wildlife Site, although some Saxon activity was identified on the site of the
Roman villa at King’s Hedges School, approximately 300m to the south-west. A late
Saxon pit has also been excavated on Arbury Road. The scarcity of Anglo-Saxon
remains in the area around the City Wildlife Site may be due to its relatively
peripheral location in the parish of Chesterton, and at the boundary between two
hundreds. There is no evidence for the continuation of Romano-British activity and
occupation into the Anglo-Saxon period, although it is likely that Roman Akeman
Street, which is thought to have crossed the site, would have remained in use during
the latter period.

9.1.5 The evidence from the medieval period reflects the predominantly agricultural
use of the land surrounding the City Wildlife Site from the medieval period to the
early 20th century. Medieval remains in the vicinity are predominantly agricultural
earthworks, ridge and furrow, a small quantity of medieval pottery, and the re-use of
Roman Akeman Street. The potential for medieval archaeological remains within the
site is thus considered to be low, particularly given that no earthworks have been
identified within the City Wildlife Site to date. For the post-medieval and modern
periods, however, there is a significantly higher potential for remains to be found
within the site, in particular relating to the establishment and maintenance of the
railway line and road at the north-east and west boundaries, respectively.

9.2 Previous ground disturbance

9.2.1 The City Wildlife Site originally lay within the parish of Chesterton, and now
lies within the Cambridge City Boundary. It would have been enclosed with the rest
of the parish of Chesterton in 1840, and remained as undeveloped agricultural land
well into the modern period. The City Wildlife Site does not contain any standing
structures or associated services other than an electricity pylon. Some anti-intruder
trenching has clearly taken place around the perimeter of the site.
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9.2.2 Historic cartographic sources show that the City Wildlife Site lay to the
immediate east of ‘Roman Way’, the former route of Roman Akeman Street. In the
early 19" century, the site consisted of a small triangular portion of an agricultural
field that lay within ‘Chesterton Fields’. The City Wildlife Site, as well as the
‘King’s Hedges’ covert further northwards, were owned by Mary Benson at the time
of enclosure in 1840, and remained as undeveloped agricultural land until the
development of Cambridge Regional College in the 1990s. Modern cartographic
sources and the site visit indicate that the City Wildlife Site remains as undeveloped
land, comprising scrub and bramble wasteland (Fig. 2).

9.2.3 Detailed geotechnical information provided by the site investigation of the
adjacent Cambridge Regional College Site suggests that the City Wildlife Site will
contain topsoil and made ground to depths of 0.50 — 0.75m b.g.1., overlying alluvium,
glacial deposits and Gault Clay (May Gurney (Technical Services) Limited 1988).
The site remained in agricultural use until the construction of the college in the 1990s,
although some small-scale truncation of the whole site may have taken place when the
adjacent railway line was constructed in the mid-19" century. Similarly, the southern
limit of the site may have been affected by the development of the King’s Hedges
Road.

10 CONCLUSION

10.1  ‘Roman Way’, which follows the route of Roman Akeman Street, formed the
western boundary of the site and potentially extended into the site itself. Cartographic
sources suggest that the site remained as agricultural land until and throughout the
post-medieval period. Very little is known about the reputed ‘Site of Camp’, which is
shown to the north of the City Wildlife Site on historic Ordnance Survey maps. The
City Wildlife Site has a moderate potential for later prehistoric remains, but its
principal potential is for Romano-British features. An earlier investigation within the
site (Evans 1991) revealed evidence of probable Roman metalled surfaces associated
with Akeman Street, as well as ditches and a number of small pits. These
investigations were limited to a small number of test pits across the centre of the site
and observation of previously excavated anti-intruder trenches around the perimeter
of the site. There is only a low potential for Anglo-Saxon, medieval or post-medieval
archaeology.
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HISTORIC ENVIRONMENT RECORD (CHER)

The following sites lie within a ¢. 1km radius of the City Wildlife Site. The table has
been compiled from data held by the Cambridgeshire Historic Environment Record
(CHER). The locations of the sites are shown in Fig. 3.

CHER NGR TL Description
Prehistoric (to AD 43)

05219 467 612 Prehistoric stone artefact

05224 4680 6100 Palaeolithic heavily abraded hand axes found in the Milton Road
gravel pits. Two further flaked ovates with moderate abrasion also
found in the area

05413a 454 615 Site on Arbury Road excavations in 1969 found late prehistoric
features including an earthwork, oven/hearth, pit/well and possible
remains of a wooden structure. Bronze slag was found within the
hearth, and pottery, a quern stone and other industrial waste and raw
materials were also recovered

05414a 454 615 Late prehistoric earthwork identified on Arbury Road

05415a 454 615 Late prehistoric earthwork and well feature. Finds included pottery,
baked clay, bone/ivory/horn object and a brooch on Arbury Road

05416a 454 614 Late prehistoric earthwork and pi/well feature on Arbury Road

05419a 455613 Late prehistoric earthwork on Arbury Road

05421b 455614 King’s Hedges School, Cameron Road lies within the extent of the
Roman villa site. Limited excavations found an Iron Age/early
Roman pre-villa phase; 2 phases of villa occupation; Saxon features
and medieval destruction deposits

05422a 456 615 Iron Age coin found on Arbury Road

10087a 4555 6180 Flint hammer stone

10211 463 628 Worked flint scatter

11669a 465 625 Milton Landfill site- revealed Iron Age remains including settlement
evidence, 3 roundhouses, a timber(?) mortuary enclosure containing
4 possible cremations, ditches, pits, postholes and burials. Also
found a later Roman villa and phases of Roman activity

CB15707 46109 62669 Milton Landfill site revealed Bronze Age, Iron Age and Roman
remains. Features included possible middle BA roundhouse and
building and IA building. The site appeared to have had many small
timber structures, pits, a quarry, ditches, a trackway and possible
buried soil. The middle Bronze Age evidence makes this site
regionally important. Parallel ditches may represent an IA trackway,
whilst Roman quarrying and ditches represent activity associated
with Akeman Street (west of the site)

CB15712 46404 62477 Milton Landfill site revealed [IA remains including ring-ditches,
boundary ditches and cremations. No Roman pottery, metal work or
building material, but some late IA pottery. Described as an IA
hamlet

MCB 4556 6151 King’s Hedges School revealed a probable prehistoric ditch and
16897 Roman pits and ditches found
Romano-British (AD 43 — 410)
05192 4489 6038 Pottery stray find
05213 453 612 King’s Hedges Estate revealed Roman inhumations found in 1970,
along with iron objects, pottery, earthworks and a possible well pit
containing a single coin. Graves were roughly rectangular cuts with
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CHER

NGRTL

Description

no furnishings, possibly associated with nearby settlement activity
along Akeman Street

05217

462 617

Roman ring found near Field Laboratories, Milton Road

05288

4512 6093

Inhumations and pottery

05352

4520 6114

Point on Akeman Street Roman road identified as a cropmark

05392

457 618

Cremation burial and 6 pottery vessels

05411

4553 6145

Roman buildings found at Manor Farm, Arbury Road. Excavations
in 1951-2 (ECB556) found fragments of roof and flue tiles, coarse
red and white tessarae, painted wall plaster and traces of robbed
chalk foundations. Pottery was C3-C4 and coins were dated to 168-9
AD. Later excavations in 1965-6 (ECB557) of a cropmark revealed
part of a large aisled barn converted to a villa, lying parallel to
Akeman Street. A [tessellated floor and heated rooms (probably a
bath suite) were exposed, as well as 2 parallel rows of 11 C4 shallow
pits. Excavations in 1995 investigated other areas, revealing the
layout of the building, probably a villa. A number of additional
field/enclosure ditches and gravel surfaces were also found.
Evidence of early robbing of the villa walls

05412

455615

Pottery found in builders spoil heap

FCB6166
and 6167

455 615

Roman pottery object and animal remains found in builders spoil
heap by children. The pottery is similar to C2 and C3 sand-tempered
ware common in the south Fenland, and was wheel thrown with
thumb-print and chisel-made animal decoration. Probably crude
Fenland imitation of late C2 date. Probably from the Manor Farm
site originally

05413

454 615

Site on Arbury Road revealed, as well as prehistoric remains,
excavations here in 1969 found a Roman pit or well, pottery,
earthworks and inhumations.

05414

454 615

Arbury Road revealed earthwork, well and part of road found. Finds
included a quern, pottery and a brooch

05415

454 615

Arbury Road revealed earthwork and agricultural earthwork found as
well as a pit/well feature and pottery

05416

454 614

Arbury Road revealed earthwork, pit/well and pottery

05417

455 616

Arbury Road revealed enclosure and earthwork

05418

456 615

Arbury Road revealed pit/well

05419

455613

Arbury Road revealed earthwork and pit/well

05420

456 615

Arbury Road revealed gully and double pit alignment

05421

455 615

Arbury Road revealed villa site at Manor Road. Features included
building remains, pits, inhumations, section of road, wells, field
systems and enclosures. Finds included tessarae, a coin, bricks, tiles,
a stone carving, and unidentified pottery and pewter objects.

05422

456 615

Arbury Road revealed Roman earthwork, pit/well and architectural
fragments

05424

455614

Roman settlement and finds scatter at Manor Farm, Arbury Road
(see also 05411). Structural remains spread over area of 37m by
15m, ¢. 180m SE of Akeman Street. Pottery was mostly C3 and C4,
and a few coins of C2 date. Substantial occupation from Iron Age
into Roman period. Phases of building modification and rebuilding
identified, between C2 and C4. Evidence for glazed windows, heated
rooms, a large hall or court and painted plaster walls. 6 human skulls
of Roman date found beside carved limestone blocks. Other areas
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CHER

NGRTL

Description

within the whole site revealed different phases of occupation and
activity. One area contained Romano-Saxon pottery and carved
stone. Another site yielded a Belgic and pre-Belgic settlement,
superseded by a field system of late C1 to C2 date

05425

4511 6091

Roman tomb and cemetery. 6 coffined burials, including a stone
coffin centred under the tomb. Cremations also found in area

05427

452 609

Pit/well, pottery, artefacts, kiln waste, inhumation, quern and 17
coins

05430

452 608

Humphreys Road revealed remains of stone structure, wooden
structure, possible dwelling, oven, hearth and pit/well feature found
during excavations and building work. Finds included architectural
fragments, baked clay, pottery, glaze bronze, iron, beads, coin
hoards, industrial waste, a ring, and bone/ivory/horn object. Also a
sequence of burials from C3, including inhumations and cremations.
Two men in wooden coffins; female buried in textile shroud in
Barnack stone coffin, plus others. Remains of a tomb/mausoleum.
(See 05425) Also settlement remains off Highfield Avenue, Arbury
Road. C4 dwelling with chalk foundations, probably supported
plastered walls, traces of chalk rubble and mortar floors

05432

4538 6149

Neptune Close revealed cropmarks of field system

05433

4544 6128

Building materials found including brick, tile and plaster

05434

4541 6138

Pottery finds

05435

455615

Cropmarks of possible field system from Arbury

08066

4500 6100

Life-sized carved stone figure from pit on site I, Albury. Thought to
be cult object

10087

45556180

Gypsy Ditches, Arbury revealed a metalled road surface (Akeman
Street), pits and ditches

10981

455617

Ditch digging adjacent to King’s Hedges Road found large fragments
of Horningsea ware and grey ware found on an ash lens (hearth?)

10211b

4630 6280

Pottery scatter

CB15697

45569 61884

King’s Hedges Farm revealed C1-C2 cremation, with 6 associated
pottery vessels in a shallow pit. Vessels included a Terra Nigra cup,
groove-rimmed platter, small jar, a Hofheim flagon and a narrow-
necked jar

CB15701

46465 62566

Milton Landfill Site revealed remains including a barrow with
interred inhumations, followed by later cremations. 15 inhumations
buried in shrouds and 3 cremations buried between C2 and C4.
Ditches and enclosures made around the barrow suggest maintenance
of this private cemetery. Also found close to the barrow were
ditches, a ring-ditch, a blacksmiths workshop and a possible stable.
(Roman barrows are rare and usually involve cremations prior to
inhumation burials)

CB15764

45332 62010

Impington revealed residual remains in undated and modern features,
and 2 palaeochannels of probable Roman date

MCB
15936

45315 61484

Apollo Way revealed ditches, gravel pit, stock enclosure, pits and
undated inhumation aligned with course of Akeman Street. Most
finds of C2-C4 date

Anglo-Saxon (AD 411 — 1065)

05424a

4520 6080

Arbury Road revealed late Saxon pit and Saxon pottery found within
Roman settlement area
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CHER NGR TL Description
Medieval (AD 1066 — 1539)
05413b 454 615 Excavations at a site on Arbury Road in 1969 found a medieval
agricultural earthwork, (see also 05415B)
05415b 454 615 Arbury Road revealed medieval agricultural earthwork found along
with pottery
05421a 455 615 Pottery finds
05435a 455615 Arbury revealed ridge and furrow earthworks
05465 450 610 Arbury Road revealed ridge and furrow cropmark
05527a 448 608 Ridge and furrow cropmarks
05608 4565 6204 Possible medieval earthwork. Large oblong camp on south side of
Akeman Street — could be Roman in origins, as Roman coins found
there but is attributed to William I
10211c 4630 6280 Pottery scatter
MCB 45065 60802 19 Mere Way revealed early medieval headland earthwork found
17405 during investigations into course of Roman road. Probably proves

medieval re-use of the road

Post-mediev

al and modern (AD 1540 — present)

10117 461 618 Sections of ditches cut for railway and undated ditches found at
Milton.
11210 4530 6220 Impington revealed pottery, tile and animal remains
10211d 4630 6280 Pottery and building material.
CB15183 453 608 Arbury Road revealed a searchlight site and gun emplacement dating
from World War II
CB15603 45290 61844 Unex Lands, Arbury revealed a C18-C19 ditch and undated feature
MCB 4654 6165 Cambridge Science Park revealed a pillbox dating from World War
16399 11
Undated
05527 448 608 East of Roseford Road revealed a ‘U’ shape cropmark enclosure
09530 449 619 East of Arbury Camp revealed a dubious cropmark of possible
enclosure and trackway
11209 4560 6240 Tile fragments
CB15748 45278 61746 Allotment Gardens Triangle, King’s Hedges Road revealed undated
and modern features
CB15765 45327 61725 Undated linear features
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APPENDIX 2 PREVIOUS ARCHAEOLOGICAL FIELDWORK
Ref. NGR TL | Description Company Dates
ECB 45488 | Excavations at Manor Farm, Arbury Road revealed | Alexander 1965-
557 61467 | part of a large Roman dwelling next to Akeman Farrar & 1967
Street. Originally an aisled barn and converted into a Trump
villa by added a corridor facade and terminal blocks in
the form of wings. Tessellated floor and heated rooms
(bath suite) exposed in main building. Two parallel
rows of 11 C4 shallow pits containing domestic and
animal remains and ash, placed in the hollows lined
with hexagonal roof tiles, possibly ritual pits
ECB 45950 | Assessment at King’s Hedges Farm found a Romano- | CCC AFU May-
1379 61852 | British cremation of mid C1 with 6 associated pottery June
vessels. Also found modern drains, field ditches, 1990
remains of the farm and WWII military buildings
ECB 45272 | Evaluation of Gypsy Ditches Field and Unex sites CAU May
353 61799 | found little archaeology in the latter of the 2 sites 1991
except for a post med ditch system. The former
revealed a metalled area, possibly the Roman road, as
well as ditches and pit features
ECB 46123 | Trinity Hall Field, Arbury. Ditches of an unknown CAU July
1449 61851 | date and one fragment of a retouched blade were 1991
found
ECB 47208 | A4S Girton to Stow-cum-Quay fieldwalking program CCC AFU Nov
1255 61410 1992 —
Oct
1993
ECB 45580 | Assessment at King’s Hedges School involving aerial Tempus 1994-5
983 61469 | photography and geophysical survey Reparatum
ECB 46512 | Salvage excavation at Milton Landfill site found IA | CCC AFU April-
1092 62501 and Roman settlement features, including a Roman June
villa and estate, 3 IA roundhouses, a mortuary 1994
enclosure with 4 possible cremations, numerous pits,
postholes and ditches
ECB 465 625 | Geophysical survey at Milton identified a number of | Geophysical Dec
2250 ditch and pit-like anomalies, although result were | Surveys of 1994
weak and unclear Bradford
ECB 46367 | Evaluation at Milton Landfill site adjacent to| CCC AFU Feb
1385 62594 | previously explored area revealed ditches, postholes, 1995
pits and burials spanning the IA and Roman periods.
Concluded as extension of original settlement area
ECB 45555 | Sample excavation at King’s Hedges School Tempus May-
984 61490 Raparatum June
1995
ECB 46442 | Rescue excavation at Milton Landfill site (Area A) to | CCC AFU May-
1386 62528 | save information of the IA and Roman settlement Aug
within this site 1995
ECB 46129 | Training excavation at Milton Landfill site (Area A) | CCC AFU July-
1382 62665 | found evidence of small timber structures, several pits, Aug
a quarry, ditches, a possible trackway and a possible 1997
buried soil. Few sherds of pottery from the structures
placed them in the middle BA. Posthole structures
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were dated to the late IA, as were many ditches and
pits. The ditches may represent an E-W running
trackway. Evidence for continuation of occupation
into the Roman period; quarry pitting (associated with
construction of Akeman Street?) and parallel ditches
(possibly continuation of A trackway)

ECB 45355 | Evaluation at Neptune Close revealed a number of HAT July
164 61460 | Roman features, mostly ditches. The site is next to the 2000
projection of Akeman Street, but no evidence of this
road was found
ECB 45314 | Evaluation at Apollo Way found Romano-British HAT May
352 61483 | ditches, similar to those at Neptune Close (just 2001
southeast). Evidence of Roman ‘roadside occupation’.
Most features were C2-C4
ECB 45313 | Excavation at Apollo Way, in area of former Church HAT Oct
1332 61479 | and community centre. Roman ditches and gravel pits 2001-
were with finds dating from 50 AD to C4 Sept
2002
ECB 45613 | Evaluation at Cambridge Regional College found no CAU April
1095 61932 | archaeological features despite the proximity to 2003
Akeman Street and other Roman activity
ECB 40148 | Guided bus way evaluations found mid-late Roan CAU Oct
1456 67822 | settlement at Addenbrooke’s link; medieval activity 2003-
and waterlogged deposits in the vicinity of Swavesey Jan
priory; a medieval burial and well at Histon Stable 2004
Access; and late BA/early IA ditches at the balancing
pond in Histon
ECB 45287 | Evaluation at King’s Hedges Road revealed few CAU Feb
1439 61758 | features; land drains, a possible ditch and postholes. 2004
Probably modern
ECB 45561 | Evaluation at King’s Hedges School found a probably | CCC AFU Oct
2063 61520 | prehistoric ditch, as well as a Roman pit and ditch, all 2005
overlain by a medieval/post medieval ploughsoil
ECB 4506 Evaluation at 19 Mere Way in search of Akeman CAU Oct
2419 6080 Street which is depicted on OS maps to run through 2006

the garden of this house. No evidence found, and the
visible ridge was thought to be a medieval headland,
abutting a trackway, probably representing medieval
re-use of the Roman road. A few fragments of re-
deposited Roman pottery found in the headland soils
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APPENDIX 3 CARTOGRAPHIC SOURCES
Date | Description Fig. Scale Location
No.

1836 | Ordnance Survey old series map 4 1” LSL

1840 | Enclosure map of the parish of Chesterton 5 - CRO

1886 | 1™ edition Ordnance Survey map Cambs. 6 25” CRO
sheet XL 10

1901 2" edition Ordnance Survey map Cambs. 7 25” CRO
sheet XL 10

1925 | 3" edition Ordnance Survey map Cambs. 8 25” CRO
sheet XL 10

1939 | 4™ edition Ordnance Survey map Cambs. 9 25” CRO
sheet XL 10

1951 | 5™ edition Ordnance Survey map Cambs. 10 257 CRO
sheet XL 10

1999 | Ordnance Survey Explorer Sheet 208; site 1 1:25,000 AS
location plan

2006 | Detailed site location plan 2 1:2,500 Client

2006 | CHER data 3 1:12,500 AS

Documents consulted in the Cambridge Record Office (CRO);

Sale particulars other than those belonging to the firm, 1909 Ref. 296/SP 1058
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